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Some Thoughts about Pythagorean Eschatology

In spite of the existence of some testimonies referring to a Pythagorean eschatology,
scholars have paid scarce attention to this topic. The aim of the paper is to show the
problems and possible solutions of this difficult question: i. e. considering whether
beliefs in a blessed fate of the souls in the Afterlife can be detected in Pythagorean
circles and if some methodological criteria can be agreed upon for this problem.
Basically, the objectives are:

a) To collect and evaluate testimonies about eschatology that can be
considered Pythagorean.
b) To make a methodological point of distinguishing internal (texts of the

Pythagorean themselves) and external (f. i. Athenian comedy authors,
doxographers or Diogenes Laertius) evidence about eschatological

beliefs.
c) To try to establish if it is possible to reconstruct a coherent Pythagorean
paradigm or there were different proposals in different times or places.
d) To attempt a distinction of whether the reconstructed paradigms are

Pythagorean or Orphic, because frequently they are confused, especially
by the authors of “external evidence”.

e) To elucidate whether the gold tablets can be considered Orphic-
Pythagorean or simply orphic documents.
f) To analyze if eschatological beliefs can be harmonized with the doctrine

of souls’ transmigration.
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